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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


v1 
Heidelberg Hotel, Jackson, October 2-4, 1952 . 


nw 


It seems to be generally agreed that this was a good meeting. There 
were 145 registrants. Our newest public librarian who came from far 
away Washington state said, “I thought it was an excellent meeting and 
I am very much impressed with the librarians in Mississippi.” One of the 
out of state visitors said, “So many times since I left Jackson I have 
thought of the meeting. It had vitality and was well planned .. . It was 
without question one of the best state meetings I have ever attended ” 


Good meetings don’t just happen and this praise is well deserved by 
the officers, committees and all who worked dilligently to make the 
meeting a success. 


The Thursday evening program had an unusual feature when Mr. 
Paul Sisk, President of the Monroe County Board of Supervisors. told of 
his estimate of library service and the fact that his Board passed a tax 
levy for library support without any high pressure campaign because 
they believed the county library was good and the people would approve. 
He suggested some very practical methods of approach to governing of- 
ficials and said, “Don’t hesitate to ask your officials to support good 
programs and don’t fail to ask for enough funds to do a good job.” 


Mr. W. R. Hough, Director, explained the terms of the Public Em- 
ployees Retirement System and said that Mississippi now has what is 
considered one of the best retirement plans for state, municipal and county 
employees. The system has the benefits of Social Security plus state or 
local government funds. Retirement benefits are based on age, length 
of service and salary. Elsewhere in this bulletin an outline of the retire- 
ment plan is given. 


Miss Margaret Peebles from State College gave a very enlightening 
discussion of audio-visual aids with an account of this service at State 
College. 


Manie Berry, Vice-President, who presided, next introduced Lura 
Currier who spoke on Short Cuts to Library Service. Mrs. Currier men- 
tioned. among many other short cuts, the use of Jiffy Bags, the time 
saved in eliminating author’s first name on book cards and leaving off 
punctuation marks where not essential. A reception followed the meeting. 


Anona Jenkins, president, presided at the business meeting Friday 
morning. Several important items were discussed—some with great heat. 
There was much pro and con debate about a change in the constitution 
which would change dues from $1.00 to $2.00. On a vote of those present 
the amendment did not pass. The Association voted to become a chapter 
of the American Library Association. After a discussion by Don Thomp- 
son concerning an Association publication it was decided that the Associa- 
tion would join with the Library Commission in issuing a bulletin, the 
Association to assume financial responsibility to the amount of $400. This 
to be secured through advertising if possible. It was agreed that details 
of plans for the publication would be worked out by the Executive Board. 
Jeanne Broach was given a vote of thanks for her splendid work in initiat- 
ing the American Heritage Project in the state last year, which project is 
continued on a larger scale this year. 


The treasurer’s report showed a balance on hand as of October 16 
$855.28. For the year there are 324 individual and 34 institutional mem- 
bers. 
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Martha Owen, Chairman of Exhibits, presented the 22 exhibitors to 
the Association and they received a big hand for their part in the success 
of the meeting. 


The featured speaker for the morning was Mr. Ransom Richardson, 
editor of A.L.A. Bulletin, who spoke on The Challenge to Libraries of 
Preserving Our Heritage. Library News could not hope to express the 
inspiration of this address or to give exerpts in the inspiring language of 
the editor as he has written it for the A.L.A. Bulletin, Nov. 1952. By 
special permission we are copying from the Bulletin 


MISSISSIPPI MEETING 


“The airplane brought us down gladly into the warm air of Mississippi. 
Ahead of us lay Jackson, a meeting of MLA, and a talk we had to give on 
libraries and their part in preserving the American heritage. We quit 
the boarding ramp, 900 miles from home, and for a long full minute stood 
on Mississippi soil. Something like a “shock of recognition” put Pegasus 
under our feet. We leaned over, picked up the world and walked lightly 
toward the terminal building. 


Alone in the hotel room, a sudden fit of reflection ate up our expect- 
ant holiday mood. What was it we were going to say about libraries 
preserving our heritage? How did we caricature those librarians who 
were not yet aware of that responsibility? We must read it again: 


“Librarians are exceptionally busy people. Some of them are so busy 
that they forget the sun in the sky and the green grass on earth. So busy 
they haven’t time to be concerned about such things as our American 
heritage. Mention something about their responsibility in helping to 
preserve that heritage and you can almost see them visualizing a collec- 
tion of American history books, neatly shelved and cataloged. Of course 
they are preservers, preservers of the past. But so are formaldehyde and 
embalming fluid. 


“Well, it could be difficult to remember, in beautiful Mississippi, the 
documented accomplishments of the fifth column and the cold war... 
But the librarian everywhere has a firm and continuous responsibility in 
the preservation of the American heritage. He cannot relax. If today one 
ignorant or misinformed generation is allowed to rise up among us—a 
Man With the Hoe—it could well be the last. 


“So it might be well for librarians first of all to ensure their own 
adult education—to be sure that they understand truly what our American 
heritage is, and why, in this electric moment of history, they have a 
responsibility in its preservation. Perhaps, because man is partly a 
creature of habit, there should be established a morning exercise for 
librarians. Let each one sit down alone at his desk. Push away the paper 
clips, elastics, and yesterday’s circulation. Take up a pen and write for 
fifteen minutes on the subject we are now considering. One could be 
wrong, but it is more than probable that each library would quickly be- 
come a more effective force in preserving our American heritage.” 


_ Could it be important that we remind Missisisppi librarians of these 
things? From their large spirit we would take away much more than we 
—_ bring. Perhaps it would be better to listen, not to talk. We won- 

ered. 


Afterwards from the airplane, speeding northwards, we could see 
the shadow of our ship wrinkling over the miles of ground. As if to make 
a fitting postscript to our journey, a Boston headline came popping into 





wereT *' # FF = 


LIBRARY NEWS 





our mind: Red Data Served Library Visitors! We gazed out the little 
window far to the northeast. In the early evening one should be able to 
see such an angry red star hanging over Back Bay. Far below there were 
other libraries. What were they doing?” ct. 


Mrs. Cliff Thomas, president, presided at the C.L.M. luncheon. She 
presented Mrs. A. L. Hendrick, State P.T.A. President and Miss Christine 
Drake from the University Extension Department, who each told of what 
their agencies are doing to promote reading. Mrs. C. C. Clark, Director 
of the state American Heritage Project, made an inspiring address on 
Preserving Our Heritage—The Citizen’s Responsibility. 


Library Trustees who attended the luncheon were Miss Elizabeth 
Brown and Mr. E. C. Leonard, Meridian; Mrs. Percy Howard, DeSoto 
County; Miss May McInnis, Moss Point; Mr. Barron Smith, Simpson 
County; Mrs. J. F. Vernon and Mrs. Roy King, Lincoln County; Miss 
Elizabeth Wise and Mrs. Cliff Thomas, Copiah County; Mrs. Sadie Hart, 
Jackson; Mrs. Norman Moore, Vicksburg; Mrs. E. B. Nash, Mrs. W. C. 
Mathews and Mrs. C. C. Jennings of the Library Commission Board. 


The Library Commission held Open House from 3:00-4:30 in honor 
of two Mississippi authors, Mrs. Louise Eskrigge Crump, Greenville, Mr. 
Tom Person, Greenwood; and Association guests, Mrs. Marguerite Vance, 
Mrs. Beatrice Rossell and Mr. Ransom Richardson. More than a hundred 
librarians, trustees and friends called to meet the honorees, to chat with 
each other and to see something of the Library Commission. 


Members of the Commission board and staff were assisted in greeting 


the guests and serving by Dorothy Hayes, Greenwood; Mary Elizabeth 
Flinn, Greenville, and Louise Trevillion, Clarksdale. 


Visitors were kind enough to say the staff had done a good job in 
beautifying the offices with flowers and table arrangement, that they had 
a good time and that the punch was good. 


The book dinner Friday evening was fun with good food, door prizes 
and Ed Banta as speaker. Mary Joan Finger presided. Mr. Banta, author 
of The Ohio, in the Rivers of America Series, and other books, took as a 
subject, English Literature in a Nutshell, and breezed through its seven 
periods in forty minutes. Pinpointing the radio script writing of present 
day America right where it belongs (in the pre-movable type era of bard 
singers) Mr. Banta proceeded from that angle to name the periods of 
English literature right down the line. He dewlt at some chuckling 
lengths on the fourth period (or was it the third or fifth? Or does it make 
any difference as long as any writer was not left without a “period” to 
get himself niched in?) of the Whiskers poets. Any student (?) of English 
literature or any hardpressed librarian who has ever tried to sort out Long- 
fellow’s whiskers from Lowell’s from Whitman’s for a quiz contestant who 
appreciates the delineation based more on facial acoutrements than on 
poetical rhythm. Voicing approval of the “schools” that contemporary 
literature finds itself attending, Banta’s appreciative audience howled 
at the familiar Southern “idiot cousin in the cabin” school of productivity 
as well as the time worn theme where sex runs rampant through the 
pages. Once he had taken a something less than serious approach to all 
the problems of literature through the ages from the fly speck theory 
of the origin of punctuation to the more hallowed versions of psychologi- 
cal problem literature, Banta closed leaving his audience eagerly awaiting 
the ninth period of English literature. And hoping to have him return to 
brief the Mississippi Library Association on the last (or ninth) inning. 
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At the general session Saturday morning Mrs. Marguerite Vance, 
Children’s editor for E. P. Dutton Publishing Company, spoke of children’s 
books from the standpoint of writer and publisher, telling the type of 
manuscripts that stand the best chance of being accepted for publication 
and some of her experiences as a writer of books for young people. She 
concluded her talk by reading from her latest book, Lady Jane Grey. Mrs. 
Vance attended all sessions of the Association meeting and many 
librarians were privileged to know her and to appreciate her contribution 
to the meeting. 


Section meetings were held at 10:30. Mattie Mae Viverette was Chair- 
man of the College and University Section. Previous to the meeting the 
chairman secured from librarians a rather lengthly list of problems com- 
mon to most college libraries. There was lively discussion of these 
problems and some helpful suggestions offered. Jacqueline Bobo, on the 
University staff, was elected as Section Chairman for the next two years. 


Mary Love of Jackson was chairman of the School Section. Mary 
Joan Finger of Clarksdale gave a report on the organization and work 
of the student library assistants organization in the region composed of 
Bolivar, Coahoma and Quitman counties and parts of Tallahatchie, Le- 
Flore, Sunflower, Washington counties. Miss Clyde Williams of Clinton 
introduced two of her library student assistants to the group. The chair- 
man appointed key people over the state to study and further the organi- 
zation of student assistants. A letter is to be sent to each of these key 
people. 


Annabelle Koonce, State Library Supervisor, gave a report on the 
workshop held at State College during the past summer. She also gave a 
report on the American Association of School Librarians—a short history, 
what it is and what each one can get from it by being a member. She also 
distributed literature about it. The chairman of the state school librarians 
automatically becomes state assembly member and has the power to vote 
on matters requiring vote which comes up before the association. 


The group voted not to have a social hour at the spring meeting to 
be held during the MEA. 


Maria Person was chairman of the Public Library Section. She pre- 
sented Miss Evon Toops from Nicholas Jr. College, Thibodaux, Louisiana, 
who spoke on Library Recruiting. Among the things that the Louisiana 
Library Association is doing to recruit librarians is to promote the idea 
of having young people become Librarians for a Day in various libraries, 
providing library scholarships, having a recruiting issue of their Associa- 
tion publication. 


Mr. Clark, librarian of the West Tallahatchie High School, gave an 
interesting account of the student assistants’ organization in 33 delta 
schools. In the two meetings which the organization has held there have 
been 50 to 85 young people in attendance and evidently the association 
is doing a wonderful work in bringing librarianship to their attention. 


The Hospitality Committee members were very much in evidence 
with “Welcome” badges, a smile and handshake and having a good time 
trying to make others glad they had come, and hoping they were succeed- 
ing. 


Special mention should be made of a good job done by the local ar- 
rangements committee—Frances French and Bethany Swearingen; also 
by the secretary-treasurer Elizabeth Dakin in collecting dues and keeping 
records in order. 
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PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM FOR MISSISSIPPI 
(A brief outline) 


Who comes under the System: 


(1) All public employees may become eligible. State employees and 
school teachers are automatically covered, other political sub- 
divisions may join by agreement. 


Retirement: 


(a) Full retirement at age 65 after ten years of service. Optional retire- 
ment at age 55 with 30 years service or at age 60 with 10 years 
service at reduced allowance, reduced 3% for each year of age 
below 65. No Social Security retirement will be allowed until age 
65. 


(b) After July 1, 1958, retirement will be mandatory at age 65 with five 
one year extensions permitted. 


Retirement Allowance: 


Social Security plus 1%% of best average salary for each year of 
service, excluding first $100.00 of monthly salary, based on a 5 
year average. 


Other Benefits: 


(1) Disability Benefit after 10 years service equal to 75% of 
amount employee would have received at age 60 had he remained 
in service to that date. 


(2) Deferred Retirement—After an employee has worked 20 years 
he is entitled to a deferred retirement allowance beginning at age 
60 or any time thereafter he may elect, equal to the amount he 
normally would have received for the number of years employed 
had he remained in the service. Proportionate parts of this de- 
ferred annuity will be given for each year after the 15th equal to 
20% for each year, so that the full amount is given on the 20th year. 


(3) Options—Optional methods of settlement are offered to allow 
the employees to provide for dependents if he so wishes. The bene- 
fits given by these options are mathematical equivalents of the 
retirement allowance earned by the employee and are the same 
as those offered in insurance policies. 

Estimated Cost: 


Approximately 4% each for employee and employer, increasing as 
Social Security portion increases. 
Service Creditable: 


Employees will be given credit for all past and future service in 
public employment, if eligible for membership in the system. 


£). 
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AMERICAN HERITAGE PROJECT CONTINUES 
By Mrs. C. C. Clark, State Director 
Mississippi librarians “bit off a big chew,” so said Jeanne Broach who 


steered the American Heritage Project in 1951-1952. Our reply is “they 
chewed it well” and asked for a bigger bite in 1952-1953. 





The story of the Mississippi American Heritage Project is a continu- 
ing one. The first installment is packed full of interest and promise. In 
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September Mrs. Eunice Eley, Director of the Library Commission and the 
American Heritage Director met with other American Heritage people in 
Chicago. To quote a recent ALA release, “The meeting had much of the 
excitement that must attend the return of a scouting party at an appointed 
time to its base to find that recruits have come from the rear to join the 
main body of explorers. The advance party had seen new sights and heard 
new sounds. The friends were eager to hear and the scouts were ready 
to share their advenutres.” We returned knowing that we were participat- 
ing in a project with unlimited potentialities in citizenship responsibilities, 
and one that could “unlock the doors” and admit the community to the 
public library. 


On our return to Mississippi things began to happen in fairly rapid 
succession. Two meetings of the participating librarians were held. At 
the first the “old” librarians (those who sponsored discussion groups last 
year) critically evaluated their experiences of last year. The “new” 
librarians were initiated and given basic information and orientation. At 
the second meeting which was held during the Mississippi Library As- 
sociation convention, Mr. R. E. Dooley, Training Director from the ALA 
American Heritage Project, gave further training and assistance to the 
librarians. The following librarians are participating in the Project: 


Jeanne Broach, Meridian Public Library; Nell Davis, Lauren Rogers 
Memorial Library, Laurel; Gretchen Guthrie, Harriette Person Memorial 
Library, Port Gibson; Dorothy Hayes, Greenwood-Leflore Public Library, 
Greenwood; Jean Wilson, Wm. Alexander Percy Memorial Library, 
Greenville; Kent Flowers, First Regional Library, Hernando; Mrs. Au- 
gusta Richardson, Northeast Regional Library, Corinth; Mrs. W. F. Smith, 
Union County Library, New Albany; Willie D. Halsell, Lee County 
Library, Tupelo; Mrs. Ruby S. Lyells, Carver Branch Library, Jackson; 
Mrs. Frances Dent, Hinds County Library, Raymond; Lucile Miller, Carne- 
gie Public Library, West Point; Anona Jenkins, Carnegie Public Library, 
Clarksdale; Mrs. Eunice Eley, Mississippi Library Commission, Jackson. 


The leaders, both new and old came in for their share of training 
also. For two consecutive week-ends the new leaders spent more than 
eighteen hours in a consideration of group discussion techniques and in 
actual leader practice. Mr. Dooley of ALA directed these training ses- 
sions also. The old leaders came in for a three hour refresher session with 
Mr. Dooley. No one could go through these training expeirences under 
the expert leadership of Mr. Dooley without going away feeling more 
confident in their own ability, and at the same time with a sense of the 
importance of group discussion to our American way of life. The following 
are the leaders and communities in which discussion groups are organized: 


Fred Witty, Jr., and Seth Wheatley, Greenwood; D. K. Kelley, Itta 
Bena; Mary Mobberly, David Gross and Mrs. Catherine Showers, Laurel; 
Rev. W. L. Robinson, New Albany; Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, Olive Branch; 
Emmie Ellen Wade, Oxford; D. B. Floyd, Sardis; Dr. P. I. Lipsey, Clinton; 
Mrs. Ross Lawhon, E. F. Puckett and J. C. McNair, Tupelo; Gene Hopton 
and Mrs. Augusta Zuber, West Point; Edwin Brown, Mrs. Isham Mann 
and Mrs. Beatrice Childress, Meridian; Mrs. Stovall Lowrey, Clarksdale; 
Eddie Bishop and Rubel S. Phillips, Corinth; L. G. Phillips, Belmont; 
Mrs. Gilbert Stovall, Port Gibson; Rabbi Herbert Hendel, Greenville; 
C. S. Gooden and R. W. Griffith, Jackson. 


The group organized by the Library Commission among State Em- 
ployees only, is an innovation in the American Heritage Project plan. 
ALA has approved and will watch with interest the developments. 
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Nine discussion groups are in full swing now. Three are being or- 
ganized as the Library News goes to press. The fifteen remaining will 
organize during December and January. Five of the twenty-seven are 
negro groups. 


Enthusiasm is keen. It is encouraging to see how eager people are 
to study the basic democratic documents in light of present day social 
and political situations. We have reason to believe that such discussion 
will tend to break down the lethargy of people toward citizenship res- 
ponsibility and greatly reduce dependence upon emotionalism as a basis 
for thinking. 


In recent communications from leaders and librarians, these quotes 
are significant, “The initial meeting had plenty of fireworks. The future 
looks bright (if not hot.)” “I like this, it’s like the old town meeting our 
forefathers had—a return to the fundamental principles of democracy.” 
“I came to the first meeting under protest, but I’m coming back of my 
own free will.” “It was with real regret to begin our last news release 
with ‘registration has closed.’ As Jimmy Durante says, ‘everybody wants 
to get in de act.’” 


We are on our way, some are a little late starting, but the end result 
will tell the story. The completed story will be told in some future issue 
of Library News. Much of the material for future stories will be gathered 
by the Director through correspondence with leaders and librarians and 
by personal visits to the various groups. 





LIBRARIANS ARE NEEDED 


GREY HAIR, DIM EYES AND EXPRESSIONS OF WEARINESS may 
in the past have been associated with the library profession—if, indeed, 
it was considered a profession, but the profession as well as the 
public seems to be awakening to the fact that being a librarian is a chal- 
lenging profession which requires physical strength, mental vigor and 
spiritual insight. This is not to discredit those faithful, toiling hundreds 
of librarians of the past who may not have measured up in every respect 
to these standards but who served their day to the best of their ability 
and laid the foundation for present day library service. 


NOW IS THE TIME for many young people to be prepared to take 
positions as professional librarians. In Mississippi, as elsewhere, we are 
not getting enough young people into library schools. Not enough of those 
who are engaged as librarians but, without professional training, are 
making an effort to get such training. 


LIBRARIANS HAVE SCARCITY VALUE and it is not enough for 
us as library administrators, library boards, schools and colleges to bemoan 
this scarcity of librarians and set out to try to out bid each other and 
other states in our effort to secure staff personnel—We must make an 
intelligent presentation to our young people and not have them acci- 
dently falling into the profession when they know little of what being a 
librarian may entail or the many and various fields of library service 
they may enter. 


WE NEEDN’T BLAME THE GOVERNMENT for complicating this 
scarcity problem by setting up many library positions in Government 
hospitals, army bases, overseas services, and at salaries higher than the 
ordinary library average. We must meet competition by establishing 
salaries that will keep some of our best librarians at home where they 
are most n , 
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THE PROBLEM IS NOT NEW but has been talked about and thought 
about for many, many years. National library literature is filled with 
the need for recruiting librarians. It is interesting to note that in the old 
files of the Mississippi Library Association there is a communication, 
dated January 3, 1923, from F. K. W. Drury to Mr. Whitman Davis, then 
president of MLA, making suggestions for a recruiting program in Mis- 
sissippi. All through the fourteen or more years when Mr. Davis was 
president he was constantly emphasizing the need for more librarians. 
He was looking forward to this day when librarians would be sorely 
needed. These warnings were not heeded and now we are trying to fill 
the need, and are looking forward to still greater demand for librarians 
in the future. 


IN MISSISSIPPI THERE IS IMMEDIATE NEED for a good many 
more qualified librarians. There are two vacancies on the staff of the 
Library Commission. Two colleges, four public libraries and one special 
library have called on the Library Commission recently for help in filling 
vacancies which we are able to do little about. It is a fact that many 
more high schools would employ trained librarians if they were available. 
With increasing interest in elementary school libraries and in children’s 
work in public libraries there will be more and more calls for this type of 
library service. There is no danger of the profession becoming crowded. 


WE ARE GOING TO DO MORE THAN JUST TALK ABOUT IT. 
Recruiting was discussed at two of the three section meetings at the last 
MLA but no definite plan of action was made. The School Division 
of the State Department of Education and the Library Commission plan 
to take the leadership in a recruiting program. These departments are 
in a position to map out plans but the actual work of making contact 
with potential librarians will rest with present librarians and others 
throughout the state who must carry out the plans. School librarians in 
the Delta area and in the Laurel-Hattiesburg area have organized Student 
Assistants’ Library Clubs which aim to lead students into the profession. 


Some libraries are not waiting for a state plan but are now planning 
to do something about it. Jean Wilson, Greenville, writes that during 
Book Week the Public Library will have a coke party for high school 
girls at which time librarianship as a profession will be brought to their 
attention. 


THE SUCCESS OF THIS MOVEMENT DEPENDS ON YOU. Soon 
an outline of plans and suggestions will be ready to go out to all who are 
interested and will help. The plan will probably be to divide the state 
into regions with responsibility for carrying out the plans placed on the 
librarians in the area. When you are called on to serve will you please 
be ready? 


£). 
v 





SPECIAL 


TO MEMBERS OF LIBRARY BOARDS OF TRUSTEES, AND OTHER 
INTERESTED CITIZENS 


(Librarians, please see that your trustees read this if nothing more in this issue 
It may serve as the agenda for one or more Board meetings and may answer the 
question, often asked us, “What should the Board talk about when they meet?” 
After discussion, may we have reports on questions raised, conclusions arrived at 
or action taken? We hopefully look forward to replies from both librarians and 
Board members) 


If you and I could just exchange places for awhile and you could sit 
here at this desk in the Library Commission and I could be out there 
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where you are, it might work towards a mutual understanding of what it 
takes to promote good state-wide library development. Out there I might 
see what you are up against in trying to sell an intangible value such as 
a library; to try to persuade county and city officials that though new 
sewers, new streets and roads, new school buildings, recreation centers, 
etc., etc. are important they are not all important and nothing—not even 
good schools— can take the place of public libraries; that good books 
make for the well being of the growing child and for the enlightment, 
usefulness and pleasure of adults. Here you would read the many letters 
that come to the Library Commission asking for all kinds of help: “Will 
you lend us 500 books to get a library started?”—“What encyclopedia 
must we buy?”;—“We are not able to buy a bookmobile, is there anyway 
we can get bookmobile service?”;—“Can you send someone to help us 
reorganize our library and bring it up to date?”;—‘“Where can we find 
a trained librarian?”—“May we borrow some books to circulate to 
negroes?”—“The men in our town don’t read much, what can we do about 
it?”—“We want help in putting on a Book Fair;’—“Do you have films 
and records to lend?”—“Can you help us set up a library exhibit at our 
County Fair?”—“Our School library is not available to children in the 
summer time. May we borrow books to circulate through the PTA this 
summer?”—“Our county is in the low income group and even with a 
one-mill tax levy, we can’t have the kind of library that will give book- 
mobile service to the entire county. Does the state furnish some help so 
we can have a good library?”—“We’d like to know about regional libraries 
and how they operate. Please send someone to tell us about this plan.”— 
“We can’t get Board members to come to meetings. What can we do about 
it?”—“What are the duties of the library board?” 


The Library Commission answers these questions and fills the re- 
quests just as far as possible within the resources available. Time will 
come, we hope, when personnel and other facilities will be increased and 
greater service be made possible from the Commission. Until that time 
let’s try to make the best use of what we have. 


If we exchanged places— 
How would you solve our problems? 
How would we solve yours? 


We believe there is a solution to your problems, and ours and that 
it will be found in our working together to solve them. 


We acknowledge with grateful pride all of the hard work that is being 
done by you Trustees and interested citizens out there in the state to 
make good libraries possible. Sitting here with the Mississippi map before 
us we look at all sections of the state and are mindful of the years of 
patient effort that has gone into the making of these libraries, but the 
map still shows 25 counties without a public library. Please don’t think 
we don’t know how hard you are working and how discouraging it is 
sometimes, as well as how gratifying the success. 


We can’t exchange places really but why not let’s agree to “turn over 
a new leaf” and rededicate ourselves with renewed courage and energy 
to the big task of getting books to all the people in Mississippi! It can be 
done best by our working together, but we must first of all understand 
the whole problem. We want to do our part and need your help. 


I suggest: 


1. That you read this and write and tell me what you think or suggest 
or would like to do or have done. 
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2. Would you like to have your name continued on the mailing list 
of this bulletin—Library News—which is published four times a year? 
Printing is expensive. If you read the “News” we want you to have it 
but if not let’s not waste money sending it to you. Won’t you please send 
a postal card to the Library Commission, State Office Building, Jackson 
saying whether or not you want to continue to receive the “News?” 


3. Would you like to have someone from the Library Commission 
meet with your library Board? When? 


4. Are you a member of the Mississippi Library Association? 


If not, you may become a member by sending a one dollar bill to the 
Treasurer, Miss Elizabeth Dakin, Delta State Teacher’s College, Library, 
Cleveland. You will then be associated with other trustees, Librarians, 
and those who are working for good libraries. 


You may soon receive a letter and invitation to join the American 
Library Association. Your membership in this national library organiza- 
tion will be another evidence of your interest and desire to work with 
larger groups to promote good libraries. 


5. Would you like to become a member (no dues) of a state-wide 
group of library trustees that might hold a state meeting once a year or 
maybe an occasional meeting of the trustees in several adjoining counties? 


6. Can you make a suggestion as to how the Library Commission 
can do a better job and help you more? 


7. Will you read and discuss at your meeting chapters in THE 
LIBRARY TRUSTEE by Gertrude Hall? (Borrow from the Library Com- 
mission if not in your Library) 


8. Do you know Mississippi laws under which public libraries oper- 
ate? (Secured from the Library Commission on request) 


9. Do you know the Library Commission plan for use of state aid 
funds? Would you like to know? 


10. One of the best ways to get information and inspiration for your 
job as trustee is to meet with other trustees and hear what they are doing. 
Such an opportunity will be given you during the annual library work- 
shop held at the Library Commission in Jackson next spring. Will you 
plan to come, or see that your library beard is represented? 


11. Will you send news of what your Library Board or Citizen’s 
Group is doing so that it may be passed on to help others? 


Please, we want to hear from you. 


£) 
v 





Janice Kee Visits Mississippi Libraries 


In November Janice Kee, Executive Secretary, Public Libraries 
Division of the American Library Association, spent five days in the 
state visiting the Library Commission and a good many libraries . Lura 
Currier met her at the Meridian Public Library and Jeanne Broach ac- 
companied them to State College, West Point, Tupelo, Corinth, University, 
Batesville, Clarksdale and Greenwood. In Jackson they visited the Public 
Library, saw plans for the new library building, visited the College Park 
Branch and Jackson College Library. 
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It was a particular pleasure to have Miss Kee at the Library Commis- 
sion where she saw something of the operation of the state agency and 
discussed plans for future library extension in the state. 


It is an honor to have had two ALA representatives within the month 
(Mr. Richardson and Miss Kee) and brings the national and state library 
programs into closer relationship. 


— 
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REPORTS FROM THE FIELD 


By Lura Currier 





A. NOW WE ARE FOUR 


It’s a quartet of regional libraries in Mississippi now! Two new ones joined up 
when budget making time came round this October. 


The largest area yet to pool its library resources for better service under the 
larger unit plan got together to make the Capital Area Regional Library. It is Hinds, 
Scott, Simpson, and Rankin counties with administrative headquarters at Raymond. 
These four counties bring together all the elements that make up regional planning: 
the county that is large and well organized and feels a responsibility of leadership— 
Hinds; the virgin territory with no library service of any kind that turns to modern 
library practices for its beginnings—Rankin; then, smaller, hardworking counties 
that are doing a mighty good job with what they have but realize they never can 
be superlative libraries without joining forces with their neighbors—Scott and Simp- 
son. 


Two counties in the prairie section got together, too, to make another new 
regional library. Clay and Monroe county boards of supervisors signed a contract 
to support the TOMBIGBEE REGIONAL LIBRARY. Lucile Miller is dirceting that 
one. And a lively one it promises to be. As the contract was being delivered to the 
office of the chancery clerk in Aberdeen, the bookmobile was checking out the 
first regional library books to the children in Monroe County. That must be 
some kind of world’s record for getting a library show on the road. This region 
is made possible by the fine background work done by Lucile Miller and by Lucile 
Peacock and the board of the Evans Memorial Library, Aberdeen. We cannot help 
feeling that if Dr. W. A. Evans were living he would feel more than ever pride in 
his beloved library at Aberdeen, the library which he endowed and which he coveted 
to have shared by the people he lived among and loved—the people of the entire 
area of the prairie section. 


B. Welcome Trustees 


In a memorandum to new library trustees, the office of the Library Commission 
has said: 


“Welcome to the hundreds of fine men and women who are guiding the affairs 
of the libraries of Mississippi.” 


And the field worker with the Library Commission wants to say that again. 


It is exciting to see what good people the county supervisors can appoint. In 
Rankin County they must have skimmed the cream off the top of the bucket. At the 
very first called meeting, all five of them were there on time and ready to get right 
down to the business of planning library service. They are Wayne Howard of 
Brandon, John Watts of Pelahatchie, Mrs. H. H. Dewees of Florence, Mrs. Vic Jones 
of Johns, and Mrs. J. P. Summer of Pelahatchie. They selected Mrs. Dewees as their 
chairman and John Watts as their regional representative. 


Just when we were about sure that Rankin county has some sort of corner on 
fine newly found trustees, up came Monroe County with a group to equal them. They 
are E. J. Gilmore of Amory, French Early of Wren, Miss Nell Sanders of Aberdeen, 
Mrs. Corrine Stewart of Hamilton and Mrs. Frank Durrett, Jr. of Quincey. E. J. (as 
everybody in Northeast Mississippi calls him) is a life long friend of Manie Berry's 
family so he has been worked on about libraries informally for some time. French 
Early was in the legislature when the Library Commission got its first real shot in 
the arm. Nell Sanders and county library have been synonymous terms in Monroe 
County ever since she has been the book mindedest elementary school supervisor one 
could find. Leaders in the civic life of their rural communities, Mrs. Stewart and 
Mrs. Durrett are going to see that the “city folks” don’t get all the library service 
in that county. 
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And Simpson County supervisors came up with that real friend of libraries, Barron 
Smith as their appointment for the regional library board in the Capital Area region. 
Nobody ever said it any better than Mr. Smith last year before the House Appropria- 
tions Committee when he asked for money for libraries in these words: “I know you 
fellows wonder why I am here. You think of me as a farmer. Well, that is what I 
am: interested in crops. That’s why I am here today to talk to you about the most 
important crop of all—Mississippi’s boys and girls.” Evidently the legislative com- 
mittee liked this kind of talk. You know they almost doubled the Library Commission 
budget, which makes it possible for the state to give more aid in establishing larger 
units of service. 


Very often in the past two years we have been asked: “What is the most impor- 
tant ingredient that goes to make up Mississippi’s regional libraries?” It takes no 
pondering to answer that. It is the SPIRIT of the men and women who are furnish- 
ing the leadership. And this is what we mean: when the time came, in the organiza- 
tional meeting of the trustees of the new Tombigbee Regional Library, to make the 
decision as to the division of the five man board between the two counties, the field 
worker had not finished posing the question when Thompson McClellan of Clay 
County, mayor of West Point and chairman of the Carnegie Library Board said: “I 
move that Monroe County be given three representatives this first year and that 
Clay county have two.” It’s that spirit of “sharing” and wanting the neighbor to have 
the larger share that is so heartening. 


The same bigness was manifested throughout the Capital Area when the three 
counties joining with Hinds County said, unanimously: “Of course, it is reasonable, 
wise and fair that Hinds county shall have the two representatives this first year. 
And besides, we need the experience of those people who have for so long operated 
a big county library like Hinds.” 


Cc. Library By Assignment—Something New Under the Sun. 


Just about the time we thought we had heard all the angles for developing 
library service, Lee B. Gaither, director of the Resource-Use Department at State 
College came up with a new one. A library by assignment! Yes, you heard it right— 
a class assignment to go out and develop a library. 


Attacking the teaching of education in a most refreshing way, the Resource-Use 
Department at State College, through its extension classes, is leading its students into 
practical community activity. A group at Silver City, composed of about 25 teachers 
from all over Humphreys County, are working under Mr. Gaither on community needs 
and development. When analyzing the needs of their community these teachers 
came up immediately with the lack of library facilities of any kind. (Humphreys has 
not a public library in it) They immediately decided that to be one of the county’s 
greatest needs. 


Mr. Gaither used the same approach to this question that he does on other 
community problems, that of calling in specialists to lead the students in their work 
toward the ends they desire to reach. That brought him to the Library Commission. 
The field worker was invited to serve as consultant to this class. And what a pleasant 
assignment that is turning out to be! We visited with them one full session, giving 
them copies of the library laws, regional information, facts and figures about re- 
sources in adjoining counties, possible types of library service, and suggestion about 
campaigning. Of course, it’s much too early to tell yet, but if there are any bets to 
be laid on where the next county library will be we'd like to place one on Humphreys 
County. Those men and women sounded as if they meant business and with that 
clearheaded leadership in Gaither about the next question will be: where do we stop 
the bookmobile? 


D. All's Fair at the Houston Fair 


Now if you saw this in the Saturday Review or the Herald Tribune, or even the 
Dallas Morning News you'd not be very surprised to hear that there was a big time 
local Book Fair. But way down in tiny little Houston, Mississippi, one just doesn’t 
expect a sure-enough, full-fledged Book Fair, running a whole week, with programs 
morning, afternoon and night, complete with real live authors, dramatizations, 
speeches, and thousands of books. And of course, a gymnasium FULL of children. 
And some grown people there, too. Many of the-na. 


Expected or not, that’s the way it is with chis Houston Book Fair. 


It started out as a money raising project to buy school library books. The money 
raising angle still plays a part in it, of course, because the school still needs money 
for books; but the educational tenor of it has long since overshadowed the mercenary 
aspects, or that’s how it seemed to us on the day we spent there. 


This year’s arrangements were under the general supervision of Miss Ora Felton, 
Houston High School librarian. Her core committee from the Parent Teacher Associa- 
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tion consisted of Mrs. H. M. Lee, Mrs. C. P. Ball, and Mrs. Van Philpot. And that 
group really put on a show! 


Teacher cooperation reached a new high this year, they reported. We could 
believe that from the more than 40 beautiful posters about books and related subjects 
that lined the huge gymnasium. And from the excellent dramatizations given by 
students from the different classes. We saw an old English ballad come to life in 
the hands of some seniors and relived our youth with the excellent dramatziation of 
Tom Sawyer read by Mrs. Wallace Norman and acted out by some of the junior high 
school pupils. 


And if you wonder if students will sit and listen to a speech about books, Houston 
has the answer. They will. There wasn’t a sound in the whole gymnasium full of stu- 
dents ranging from the fourth grade through the seniors while Peyton Williams of the 
State College English Department spoke to them on “Making a World of Your Own.” 
(If any schools need a good assembly speaker to keep children interested in a serious 
subject, you might make a note of this Peyton Williams. He’s good!) 


We were only there one day (worse luck!) and can’t make any specific comments 
on the other days’ programs except to report that we have heard praises equal to 
ours from people lucky enough to attend all the meetings. Elizabeth Spencer, well 
known Mississippi author spoke on “Creative Writing” on Monday. Miss Eugenia 
Summer tied reading and art together in a presentation of “Art in the Elementary 
School.” Mrs. Josephine Emery of Franklin Academy was Tuesday's visitor. She told 
of story telling techniques using visual aids. The added emphasis this year on art was 
brought out further by Miss Margaret Whitehurst of Oxford University High School. 


On Thursday, Edward Shearer of the the North Mississippi Herald at Water Valley 
spoke on “Education Through Books.” The high point of the conference came on 
Thursday night when the evening P.T.A. meeting and the Book Fair met in joint 
session to hear Dr. Robert P. Richardson of Southwestern talk on the “Need to be 
Better Informed for the Crisis of Our Times.” 


And the students had an almost unlimited repetoire of plays, it seemed. Then, 
among the teachers there are playwrights, too. Mrs. Vic Metts just writes a play 
when she wants her students to produce one. And then if one playwright is not 
enough, the Houston Book Fair comes forth with another one in the person of Mrs. 
J. Rice Williams. 


Already Dr. and Mrs. Lee were that day busily making plans for next year's 
Fair, even before the weariness of the hard work that went into this one could sub- 
side. And Miss Felton was running happily around the gym with some hundred or 
so students in her vanguard just as if an event like the Houston Book Fair went off 
everyday—and as if she had had all the facilities available in New York or Dallas, or 
wherever, to put on such a Book Fair. With that kind of book interest generated in 
a town there is no place that the public library couldn't go if the same hard work, 
clever planning and organized effort went into it. And the future promises just 
that for Houston and Chickasaw County! 


fi 
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MISSISSIPPI AUTHORS 


The Revealment of Hamlet by Alfred Stoner 
A Strange Way Home by Renee Easterling 
The River Is Home by Pat Smith 

Our Mississippi by Pearl Guyton 

The Livestock Book by W. R. Thompson 
The Running of the Bulls by Homer Casteel 
Divided We Fought by David Donald 


We are beginning to wonder if by simply living in the Delta one 
acquires the : .ility to write or if all Deltans feel that they simply must 
write a book. Something more than local environment is responsible for 
Mr. Alfred Stoner’s book just published by the Pelican Publishing Com- 
pany of New Orleans. Mr. Stoner, an attorney, chairman of the Green- 
wood Library Board, Martha Couty’s uncle is, incidentally, a Shakespear- 
ean scholar and a re@ognized authority on the works of the Bard of Avon. 
Shakespearean quotes are such familiar household words at the Stoner 
home it is tc that the first words spoken by the daughter were “To Be 
or Not to Be.” 
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In Revealment of Hamlet the author has devised a method which 
makes the play easier to understand and the reading a pleasure. Archaic 
and obsolete words are explained. Notes make for easy understanding. 
The book is a real contribution to Shakespearean literature. 





The novel by Mrs. Easterling whose home is in Jackson, is a mystery 
story published by the Pageant Press. The setting is the dark, moist bayous 
of Louisiana. It is a novel of intrigue, romance and suspense. 





Pat Smith of Mendenhall has placed the setting of his book in the 
swamps of Pearl River where he has fished and camped in boyhood—a 
time not far past since he is only 25 now. The novel is published by 
Little, Brown and Company and is to be out next March. Pat graduated 
from Ole Miss in 1947, where he was fiction writer for “The Rebel.” He 
served in the Merchant Marines where he saw a good deal of the world. 
He is the son of State Highway Commissioner and Mrs. John D. Smith 
and at present Vice-President of the Mississippi Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. 





Miss Guyton, history teacher in the Natchez High School, has written 
a state history suitable for about the junior high school age level but 
which will be found useful for lower grades and enjoyed by adults be- 
cause of the attractive and up to date illustrations and the complete cov- 
erage of the subject. 


£). 
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Mr. Thompson, a professor in the agriculture school at State College 
and author of the popular Pasture Book, has written this companion 
volume which promises to fill a need in the agriculture field. 





0). 





Both Miss Guyton’s and Mr. Thompson’s books have been placed on 
the recent list of state adopted text books. 


£). 
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Homer Casteel of Canton, one of the state’s leading young artists, 
spent several years in Mexico where he gained first hand information 
for his book on bullfighting and from which he brought home his Spanish 
bride. The illustrations of his book add much to the text. 


4) 
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About ten years ago David Donald of Goodman graduated from Mill- 
saps College and is now assistant professor of history at Columbia Uni- 
versity. His book is called “a first class picture book of Civil War litera- 
tur.” In it the South’s heroes are fairly represented by pictures and 
accompanying stories. 
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Some Current Books Useful For Reference 
Compiled By Martha Couty 


Aul, Henry B. How to plant your home grounds. Sheridan house, 1952. 
$3.00 Practical discussion of every phase of planting for the small 
home grounds. 

Boni, Margaret B. Fireside book of favorite American songs. Simon and 
Schuster, 1952. $5.00. The words and music for 131 of America’s 
best-loved songs. 

British authors before 1800. The H. W. Wilson Co., 1952. $6.00 
650 literary figures, with their principal works, Sources, and critical 
comment. 

Ewen, Davis. The complete book of 20th century music. Prentice-Hall, 
1952. $7.50. A handbook useful for study and quick reference. Pre- 
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sents short biographies of more than 100 composers, and plot outlines 
for operas and ballets. 


Gassner, John. Best American plays, 3rd series, 1945-1951. Crown, 1952. 
$4.50. Complete texts of 17 plays, with biographical information 
about the playwrights, and critical comment. 


Gorsline, Douglas. What people wore. Viking, 1952. $7.50. 
A historical survey of costume, from ancient times to the 20th century, 
with many drawings. 


Holmes, Arnold W. The family problems handbook. Frederick Fall, 
1952. $3.50. Discusses government and other welfare agencies where 
help may be obtained for answers to problems, great and small, and 
contains bibliographies for further reading on such problems as 
divorce, alcoholism, employment counseling, sex education, family 
finances, etc 


Interpreters’ Bible. Abingdon, 1951-52. $8.75 a volume. 
Commentary on the Bible in 12 volumes. Volumes 1, 7 and 8 have 
been published. 


Kohl, Marguerite. Holiday book. McKay, 1952. $3.00. 
Simple directions for holiday planning. Contains information on 
decorating, package wrapping, parties, table settings, group activities, 
etc. 


Leeming, Joseph. The White House in picture and story. Stewart, 1952. 
$2.50. History of the White House since its beginning, with useful 
lists such as the cabinet members of the presidents. 


Lovejoy, Clarence. Lovejoy’s college guide, 1952 ed. Simon and Schuster. 
1952. $1.95. Information about 2,049 colleges and universities. 


Magill, Frank. Masterpieces of world literature in digest form. Harper, 
1952. $5.95. Gives the plots of 510 novels, plays and epics, with other 
useful information, such as locale and time of plot, characters, publi- 
cation date. 


Miller, Madeleine S. Harper’s Bible dictionary. Harper, 1952. $7.95. 
Encyclopedic in scope. Contains valuable information on such sub- 
jects as biography, geography, archeaology. 


Nettl, Paul. National anthems. Storm, 1952. $3.50. 
“Story and lore of national anthems and songs of more than 70 
countries.” 


Pictorial history of American sports from colonial times to the present. 
Barnes, 1952. $10.00. The many photographs and prints are useful 
for history and costume as well as for sports. 


Vanderbilt, Amy. Complete book of etiquette. Doubleday, 1952. $5.00. 
A practical guide for various income groups. Besides etiquette it 
contains such subjects as child care, housekeeping. 


Van Rensselaer, Alexander. Complete book of party games. Sheridan 
House, 1952. $3.50. Stunts, games, quizzes, etc., for group fun indoors 
and out. 


United Nations. Yearbook, 1951. Columbia University press, 1952. $12.50. 
Useful for authentic and full information on the work of the organiza- 
tion. 
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STATE NEWS 


JEANNE BROACH, MERIDIAN PUBLIC LIBRARY, has made a 
very exhaustive and inclusive report which gives something of the history 
and progress of the library. It is a very critical analysis showing all phases 
of library development and services. The report shows that during the 
last five years library income has increased 189 per cent plus with a 
present income of $37,757.51, which is fifty-eight and three-fourths cents 
per capita. Circulation has increased from 58,904 to an annual 119,281; 
reference from approximately 1,500 to 14,100. Some of the accomplish- 
ments for and in the library include: bookmobile service to the county; 
renovation and redecoration of the main library and the colored branch; 
a record collection for home and library use and a phonograph-radio for 
use in the library; weekly radio program for teen-agers; added equipment 
providing better public service and new registration system; exhibits at 
local library and at local fairs; annual publication of popularized report 
of library activities; addition of two newspapers and approximately 25 
magazines; giving leadership to the American Heritage Project on a 
state-wide basis and sponsoring three local adult discussion groups—two 
for white people and one for negroes; cooperating with county and city 
schools in celebrating special days such as Book Week; securing W.P.A. 
Writers Project file on local history and organizing local history and rare 
book collection for the area; establishing policy of using resources of in- 
state and out-of-state libraries to secure requested material and lending 
at least 100 books to other libraries on request. Some of the problems 
which the library faces and continues to try to find a solution for are: 
increased book stock; complete cataloging and organization of materials 
for the best public use; more extensive library service to the county, 
particularly to adults and to rural negroes; increased space for books, 
for staff, and for patrons. 


This report is not only a good analysis of the activities and plans of 
a city-county library serving a population of 64,171 but may be helpful to 
others who might like to borrow a copy of the fine report which gives 
many details not listed here. 


MISS CORA CALHOUN, after many years of faithful service with 
the COLUMBIA LIBRARY, has resigned and Mrs. Lester Broome has 
been appointed to this position. Mrs. Broome has been serving as assistant 
librarian. The Columbian-Progress on November 20 carried very inter- 
esting pictures and an account of the Columbia Library’s services. The 
library is one of the eight agencies receiving funds from the Community 
Chest, in addition to the funds received from the city and county. 


Dr. C. C. Thompson who has for many years served efficiently as 
chairman of the Public Library Board resigned. Mr. Thad B. Lampton, Jr., 
has been made chairman of the board with Miss Jennie Watts, Treasurer. 
Other members of the board are Mrs. L. M. Brinson, Mrs. E. D. McLean, 
N. E. Ball and Miss Neva Morris. 


THE NESHOBA COUNTY LIBRARY conducted a very successful 
reading contest for the children during the summer. Awards were made at 
the Neshoba County Fair which gave a great deal of publicity and recogni- 
tion to the work of the library. Mrs. W. W. Jones, Chairman of the Library 
Board, writes that in the group of first through fourth grade readers one 
child read 150 books; in the next group the winner read 133 books and in 
the next group the highest number was 128 books. Altogether 867 books 
were read by pupils from the beginning to the tenth grade. 


LEE COUNTY LIBRARY MAKES THE FRONT PAGE about every 
week with detailed information that cannot help “selling” the libary’s 
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services. This week the article mentions the variety of reference ques- 
tions answered—such as finding the difference in time so that a patron 
could cable congratulations to a brother getting married in London at 
six o’clock; information on Norwegian costumes; helps for citizenship class 
studying city ward divisions; assisting representatives from women’s 
club in selecting stories to tell on the library’s radio program—Story Book 
Time. 


MISS LOUISE WILLIAMS who has served efficiently for several 
years as librarian in the State Board of Health Library has resigned to take 
a position in the Tulane Medical Library in New Orleans. Mrs. Benjamin 
Folk, Jr. has been appointed to fill the vacant position. 


THE GREENWOOD LIBRARY is to have a new wing added to the 
present building which, according to the archetect’s plans, will provide 
very attractive and serviceable quarters for their expanding library ser- 
vice. The present library was built in 1914 with a designed book stock of 
8,000 volumes to serve the city of Greenwood with a population of 5,836. 
The library now has 25,000 volumes and serves Greenwood and Leflore 
County, a population of 51,813, with a branch in Itta Bena and seven 
county stations. Circulation has increased from 45,000 in 1948 to 88,000 
in 1952. Dorothy Hayes and her progressive Library Board are to be 
congratulated on securing $100,000 from the city and county to construct 
the new wing and to remodel the present building. 


£) 
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Mississippi Library Association Members, 1953 
List compiled to November 21, 1952 
By Elizabeth Dakin, Secretary, Delta State, Cleveland 


Anderson, Mary Agnes, Lbn., Belhaven College, Jackson 

Anderson, Maude, Circ. Lbn., M.S.C., Hattiesburg 

Armstrong, Margaret, High Sch. Lbn., Coffeeville 

Aurelia, Sister Mary, RSM, Lbn., St. Joseph’s School, Jackson 

Austin, Mary Jo, High Sch. Lbn., Charleston 

Bassett, Mary, Lbn., Southern Christian Institute, Edwards 

Baxter, Kate, Div. Mgr., Field Enterprises, Jackson 

Benedetto, Horace, Jenkins Book Co., New Orleans 

Bethea, Glida, High Sch. Lbn., Petal 

Berry, Manie, Head Lbn., Fisk Library, Natchez 

Birchett, Miss M., Vicksburg 

Bizzell, Ora, High Sch. Lbn., Shelby 

Blackburn, Mrs. J. H., Lbn., Simpson County Library, Mendenhall 
Broach, Jeanne D., Lbn., Meridian Public Library, Meridian 

Calhoun, Lola, Lbn., Enochs Jr. High School, Jackson 

Clark, Stephen F., Lbn., West Tallahatchie High Sch., Webb 

Clay, Mary Harrison, Asst. Ref. Lbn., State College 

Couty, Martha, Ref. and Cat. Lbn., Miss. Library Commission, Jackson 
Culbertson, Beulah, Lbn., M.S.C.W., Columbus 

Currier, Mrs. Lura G., Field Rep., Miss. Library Commission, Jackson 
Curtis, Mrs. W. E., Asst. Lbn., Meridian Municipal Jr. College, Meridian 
Dakin, Elizabeth, Asst. Lbn., D.S.T.C., Cleveland 

Davis, Nell, Lbn., Lauren Rogers Mem: Library, Laurel 

Davis, Whitman, Lbn., University of Mississippi, University 

Dent, Mrs. Frances B., Lbn., Hinds County Library, Raymond 
Dickey, Mrs .Doye, Lbn., Stewart M. Jones Jr. High Sch., Laurel 
Doods, Mrs. J. C., Retired Librarian, Hazlehurst 

Dwyer, Mrs. Alice G., Lbn., Columbus & Lowndes Co. Pub. Lib., Columbus 
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Edmondson, Alberta, Field Lbn., Elem. Schls., Jackson 

Egger, Mrs. John F., Asst. Lbn., Meridian Municipal Jr. College, Meridian 

Eley, Mrs. Eunice, Director, Mississippi Library Commission, Jackson 

Evans, Mrs. Mary Elliott, Cataloger, State College 

Finger, Mary Joan, High School Librarian, Clarksdale 

Flowers, Paul, Commercial Appeal, Memphis 

Flynt, Madeline, Instr. in L. S., Mississippi Southern, Hattiesburg 

Follett, C. R., Wilcox & Follett Co., Chicago 

Garmon, Mrs. Gilmer, Trustee, Lee County Library, Tupelo 

Gatchell, Mrs. Kenneth, Act. Head, Dept. of L.S., M.S.C.W., Columbus 

Gatewood, Mrs. Olive J., High Sch. Lbn., Hillsboro 

Gralow, Elenora, Lbn., Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven 

Griffeth, Miss E. Faye, Asst. Lbn., Grenada Co. Library, Grenada 

Guess, Mary Ellen, Field Lbn., Elem. Schls., Jackson 

Gunter, Jean, Head Lbn., Public Welfare Department, Jackson 

Guthrie, Margaret A., Lbn., Harriette Person Mem. Library, Port Gibson 

Halsell, Wilie D., Lbn., Lee Co. Library, Tupelo 

Harkins, Eleanor, Lbn., D.S.T.C., Cleveland 

Holladay, Ada, Lbn., Meridian Municipal Jr. College, Meridian 

Holloway, Mrs. Louis, Asst. Lbn., Public Library, Vicksburg 

Housel, James R., Director, First Regional Library, Hernando 

Howard, Mrs. Martha S., Chief Lbn., V. A. Hospital Library, Jackson 

Hudson, Ena Kay, Asst. in Circ., State College Library, State College 

Jenkins, Harry M., Jenkins Book Co., New Orleans 

Jennings, Mrs. C. C., Board Member, Mississippi Library Commission, 
Sardis 

Jones, Elizabeth, Lbn., Grenada County Library, Grenada 

Kennedy, Mrs. Elizabeth M., High Sch. Lbn., Port Gibson 

King, Mrs. W. H., High Sch. Lbn., Cleveland 

Kirkpatrick, Mrs. Ollie H., Lbn., Ellison Ridge High Sch., Louisville 

Koffman, Mrs. J. C., Asst. Lbn., Public Library, Vicksburg 

Koonce, Annabelle, Sch. Library Supervisor, State Dept. Educ., Jackson 

Lee, Louise, Asst. Lbn., Hinds County Library, Raymond 

Love, Mary, Field Lbn., Public Schools, Jackson 

McInnis, May, Trustee, Moss Point 

is ~ Mrs. Mary Jo, Asst. Lbn., Mississippi Southern College, Hatties- 

urg 

Magee, Mrs. S. F., High School Lbn., Monticello 

Marino, Samuel J., Asst. Dir. of Libraries, University 

Martin, Mrs. Roy L., Bookmobile Lbn., Hinds County Library, Raymond 

—. Mrs. W. C., Board Member, Mississippi Library Commission, 

upelo 

Milner, Mattie, Lbn., Central High School, Jackson 

Mitchell, Mrs. Harry, Lbn., Scott County Library, Forest 

Mitchell, Mrs. Mims, Trustee, Simpson County Library, Magee 

Moore, Jewell, Asst. Lbn., Public Library, Meridian 

Moore, Mrs. Norman, Trustee, Public Library, Vicksburg 

Morse, Mrs. Dorothea B., Asst. Prof. of L.S., University 

Mosley, Mrs. Margaret, Asst. in Circ., State College 

Murry, Miss Frances, High School Lbn., Bay St. Louis 

Nash, Mrs. E. B., Board Member, Mississippi Library Commission, West 
Point 

Nield, Zaidee, Library Supervisor, Carr Central High Sch., Vicksburg 

O’Neal, Mrs. Alice, High School Lbn., Rolling Fork 

Oswalt, Mrs. Frank, Head Lbn., Copiah-Lincoln Jr. College, Wesson 

Owens, Martha E., Lbn., V.A. Center, Jackson 

Peacock, Lucille, Lbn., Evans Mem. Library, Aberdeen 

Peebles, Margarete, Circ. Lbn., State College 

Phillips, Mr. E. D., American Lending Library, Atlanta 
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Porter, Mrs. Edward H., Children’s Lbn., Public Library, Vicksburg 

Rea, Katherine, Bailey Jr. High School Lbn., Jackson 

Reed, Grace, Secretary, Fisk Library, Natchez 

Reno, Mrs. O. B., High School Lbn., Indianola 

Riggs, Mrs. Virginia M., Lbn., Sunflower Jr. College, Moorehead 

Roberts, Anna M., Lbn. and Prof. of L. S., Mississippi Southern Hattiesburg 

Robinson, Elizabeth, Ref. Lbn., State College Library, State College 

Robinson, Virginia C., Assoc. Lbn., M. S. C. W., Columbus 

Rogers, Mae, High School Lbn., Vicksburg 

Rowzee, Mrs. Gertrude, Lbn., Hinds, Jr. College, Raymond 

Sample, Mrs. Jane D., State Mgr., Field Enterprises, Pickens 

Samuels, Mrs. Stella S., Asst. in Circ., University 

Shearer, Mrs. Willie H., Secretary, Hinds Co. Library, Raymond 

Sherard, Mary, Head Lbn., Vicksburg Public Library, Vicksburg 

Simmons, Mrs. Benjamin, Lbn., Copiah County Library, Hazlehurst 

Smith, B. A., Trustee, Simpson County Library, Magee 

Smith, Irene, Children’s Lbn., Fisk Library, Natchez 

Smith, Nellie Ford, High School Lbn., Kosciusko 

Smith, Mrs. W. F., Lbn., Union County Library, New Albany 

Snelling, Mr. R. H., Representative, R.S.&S. Co., Denham Springs, La. 

Sowell, Marion Joyce, Asst. Lbn., Hinds Jr. College, Raymond 

Spitchley, Mrs. J. B., Retired Librarian, Hazlehurst 

Spiva, Madge, Asst. Lbn., Millsaps College Library, Jackson 

Sullivan, Janey E., Jr. High School Lbn., Hattiesburg 

Swearingen, Bethany C., Assoc. Lbn., Millsaps College Library, Jackson 

Tackett, Miss Santo, High School Lbn., Tchula 

— Promotion Mgr., Borzoi Books, Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 
N 


Thompson, Donald E., Director of Libraries, State College 

Trevilion, Mrs. Louise, Children’s Lbn., Public Library, Clarksdale 

Turner, Maud, Lbn., Mims Williams Mem. Library, Magee 

Viverette, Mattie Mae, Lbn., Jones Co. Jr. College, Ellisville 

White, Mrs. Herman, Jr. High Sch. Lbn., Boyle 

Wilder, Mrs. Annette B., Demonstration School Lbn., Mississippi Southern, 
Hattiesburg 

Williams, Miss E. Clyde, High School Lbn., Clinton 

Wilson, Mrs. Annie, Lbn., Lafayette Co. Library, Oxford 

Young, Mr. E. H., Dixie Bookbinding Co., Jackson 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 


Evans Memorial Public Library, Aberdeen 
Meridian Municipal Jr. College Library, Meridian 
Meridian Public Library, Meridian 

Millsaps College Library, Jackson 

Vicksburg Public Library, Vicksburg 











